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the law of God, could not in any case be allowed by Papal dis-
pensation; for such dispensation, according to Catholic doctrine,
can never suspend divine law, but only Church laws. This
second plan also broke down, because unanimity of the bishops
could not be arrived at. The chief obstacle was Henry's old
tutor, now Bishop of Rochester, Fisher. He was a man who
carried very great weight throughout Europe for his sanctity,
learning, and age, and he insisted that the marriage was final and
binding. From that moment Anne Boleyn regarded Fisher as
her worst enemy.
The Third Plan. A third plan was now attempted. On
June 22,1527, the King approached his wife with the suggestion
that she should admit her first marriage, with Prince Arthur, to
have been a real one, and next that the dispensation given
for it had been either insufficient or invalid in any case because
it was against God's law: Catherine would then voluntarily
retire to a convent, and Henry would also take vows of celibacy.
From these he would next be dispensed by the Pope and so be
free to marry again. This third plan in its turn broke down
because Catherine absolutely refused to give way. She in-
dignantly denied that the first marriage was a real one: so the
next point did not arise. Wolsey did not understand how much
his influence over Henry had been shaken, still less that it had
been supplanted by that of Anne. He imprudently went
abroad, thereby leaving the field free for Anne's influence to
work its utmost—the reaso^for the Cardinal's absence being
partly a desire to negotiate ^ -ith France and partly to advance
a scheme of his own which he hoped might lead ultimately to
his being made Pope,	«f
The Capture of Rome and its Consequences. While
all this had been proceeding in England an event of the first
magnitude had taken glace on the Continent. An army in
Italy which was in the service of _the Emperor Charles V was
short of pay and more or less out on its own, led by a French
prince who had quarrelled with the French Crown, the Con-
stable of Bourbon. This army attacked and captured Rome on
May 5, 1527, sacked the city, and made the Pope prisoner.
Although this army had been out of the Emperor's control,
its capture of the Pope put the Papacy for the moment under
Imperial power. And this gave Wolsey the opportunity of
that the Pope, being under foreign control and not his

